N ISBN 1-57455-31

VVe’]»om the Holy E in ca]hng for actions tlna’c'-' HR
“ensure that the power'o salvahon may })e shared' : e
by Al On the Come Of the 'ﬂzmj Ml]/enmum L
: [Térho M1]]enmoAJvemente], no. 16) Furthermore,"; S
. we encourage all: Catholics to s’cucly the mél R
- U.8. bishops’ and Vatican: documents from wlnch‘ e

these prmc1p1es were (lrawn

This statement was developed ]3y the Committee .

on Pastoral Practices of tl1e Natlonal Conference

.of Catholic B1shops in commeroration of the.

. twentieth - ‘anniversary of the 1978 FPustoral -
Statement of U.S: Catholic B1shops on Peop/e with.
" Disabilities. It was approved by the full body of -
bishops at their November 1998 General

-Meeting an& has been authonzed for pu])hcahon
}Jy the unders1gne(1 .

E Mdnsignér Dennis M. Schnufr- .

| General Secretary, NCCB/USCC

For consu/tatmn ana’ assmtance contact _
NATIONAL CATHOI.lC OFFICE FOR
: PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

PO. Box 29113, Washington, DC 200170113

(202) 529-2933 voice; (202) 529-2934 tty; -

(202) 529 4678 fax, e-mall ncpd@ncpd org o

.. ‘Fn'st Pnntmg, Fe})ruary 1999

. ' Seconcl Printing, Septem]aer 1999

Washington, D.C. " all7g1574l5531

A ERAMEWORK
OF ACCESS AND
INCLUSION

elcome

A STATEI\’IEI\IT OF THE

Us CATHOLIC BiSHODS




wenty years ago we issued a statement call-

l ing for inclusion of persons with disabilities

in the life of the Church and community.

In 1982 the National Catholic Office for Persons

with Disabilities was established to promote this

ministry. And in 1995 we strengthened our com-

mitment with passage of the Guidelines ][ar the

Celebration o][ the Sacraments with Persons with
Disabilities.

This moral framework is based upon Catholic doc-
uments and serves as a guicle for contemplation

and action. We hope that the reaffirmation of the
fouowing pﬁnciples will assist the faithful in bring-

ing the principles of justice and inclusion to the

many new and evolving challenges confronted by
persons with disabilities ’coday.

1. We are a single flock under the care of a
s'mgle shephercl. There can be no separate

Church for persons with disabilities.

2. Each person is created in God’s image, yet
there are variations in individual abilities.
Positive recognition of these differences
discourages discrimination and enhances the

unity of the Bocly of Christ.

3. Our defense of life and rejection of the culture
of death require that we aclznowlecl'ge the dig-
nity and positive contributions of our brothers
and sisters with disabilities. We unequivocaﬂy
oppose negative attitudes toward disabﬂity that
often lead to abortion, medical rationing, and
euthanasia.

4. Defense of the right to life implies the defense
of all other righ’cs that enable individuals with
disabilities to achieve the fullest measure of
personal development of which ’cl'xey are capa-
ble. These include the righ’cs to equal opportu-

nity in education, in employment, mn housing,

10.

and in health care, as well as the rights to free
access to pul)lic accommodations, £acﬂities,
and services.

Parish li‘turgical celebrations and catechetical
programs should be accessible to persons with
disabilities and open to their fuﬂ, active, and
conscious participation accor&ing to their

capacity.

Since the parish is the door to participation in
the Christian experience, it is the responsibil—
ity of pastors and 1aity to assure that those
doors are always open. Costs must never be
the controﬂing consideration limiting the
welcome offered to those among us with dis-
abilities, since provision of access to religious
functions is a pastoral duty.

We must recognize and appreciate the contri-
butions that persons with disabilities can make
to the Church’s spiri‘cual life and encourage
them to do the Lord's work in the wozld
according to their Gocl—given talents and

capacity.

We welcome qualiﬁed persons with disabilities
to ordination, to consecrated 1i£e, and to full-
time, pro£essional service in the Church.

Often families are unprepared for the birth of
a child with a disability or the development of
impairments. Our pas‘coral response is to
become informed about disabilities and to
offer ongoing support to the famﬂy and
welcome to the child.

E‘vangehzation efforts are most effective when
prornoted }Jy diocesan staff and parish com-
mittees that include ':persons with disabilities.
Where no such evangelization efforts exist, we
urge that ’chey be developecl.




