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  Office of the Bishop 

August 23-24, 2014 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

As we draw closer to the end of the summer, we are also approaching the beginning of a new school year.  I 

take this opportunity to renew publicly the commitment of the Diocese of Rockford, our priests, our staff and 

especially our schools and educational and youth programs to the safety and well-being of our young people. 

 

In response to the past scandals of the sexual abuse of minors, the bishops of the United States publicly 

apologized.  I once more join my voice to that apology to all who have suffered from this terrible sin. 

 

In addition to the apology, the bishops published the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young 

People, a program that responds to the grave problem of child sexual abuse that has occurred in Catholic 

institutions in the United States.  The Diocese of Rockford remains committed to that program and to its four main 

directives: 

 Respond promptly and effectively to allegations of sexual abuse of minors; 

 Protect the faithful; 

 Promote healing and reconciliation with victims of sexual abuse; and 

 Ensure the accountability of our procedures. 

 

Since 2002, the Diocese of Rockford has been audited annually by an outside agency contracted by the 

Bishops’ Conference.  The Diocese has been found to be in compliance with the Charter program each year.   Our 

Diocese has instituted safe environment training programs and screening requirements of seminarians, priests and 

all adults to support those safe environments for our young people.  The Diocese also provides safe environment 

training for our young people, from pre-kindergarten through high school, in an age appropriate and morally sound 

context.  Those materials are available on the Diocesan website. 

 

In addition, our Diocesan Review Board, consisting of laity and priests, meets regularly and advises me 

about responding to any concerns and how to maintain our commitment to the implementation of the Charter. 

 

Should you have any questions about this matter, please do not hesitate to contact the Diocese of Rockford, 

or review the Diocese’s website for more information.  In the meantime, I am grateful to all of the priests of the 

Diocese, as well as to our principals and all our employees and faithful volunteers, for their commitment to and 

implementation of the Charter document and its program.  I renew to you as well my own personal commitment to 

doing everything possible to ensure the fulfillment of all of the goals of that program. 

 

       Sincerely yours in Christ, 

        
       Most Reverend David J. Malloy 

       Bishop of Rockford 

 


