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Office of the Bishop

My dear Brothersand Sistersin Christ,

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Men do not light a lamp and then put it
under a bushel basket. They set it on a stand where it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, your
light must shine before men so that they may see goodness in your acts and give praise to your heavenly
Father.” Matthew 5:14-16

TheApostlestook theword of God to the peopl e by going out among them and teaching. Thentheword was
written down so that it would beforever documented and spread forth. Today, there are many waysto show what
thelight of Christ hasdonefor usand how integral our faith isto every singleaspect of our everyday life.

Spreading thegospel isnolonger limited to preaching inachurch or reading the Bible. The gospel hasgonefromthe
pulpit totelevision, radio, and out of thisworld then back again thanksto satellite broadcasting.

Now we havetheadvent of social mediaand hand held technol ogies. Thesetoo aretoolsto show our light of faith to
theworld. In order to incorporate the use of these technol ogiesand social mediachannelsinto our livesof faith, we
must a so usetheorigina light of Christ and theteachingsof our faith asaguide. Wemust usetheminaChrist-like
manner with theintention of giving praiseand glory to theonemakingit al possible.

Our dioceseis providing the enclosed Code and Guidelinesfor the Pastoral Use of Technology and Social
Mediato assist peopleof al agesin all our parishes, schools, offices and organi zationsto beresponsibleand
effective usersof thesemediaon behalf of the Church and of themselves asfaithful Catholics. The Codeand
Guidelinesare approved for usein thisdiocese ad experimentumfor aperiod of two yearsbeginning January 1,
2011. Pleaseread and adhereto this code and use the accompanying guidelinesin your promotion of the Catholic
faith, Church and itsministriesthrough technology and socid media.

Withthanksfor your cooperation and every good wish, | remain

Sincerdy yoursin Chrigt,
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Most Reverend Thomas G Doran, D.D., J.C.D.
Bishop of Rockford



