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The Global Village is myth! Where is 
the village that raises a child? 

 

By Mark Pickup 
 

Mark Pickup of Beaumont, Alberta, Canada, authors a 

blog entitled "Human Life Matters". He is a triplegic with 

advanced multiple sclerosis. He says as his disability 

increases, he has become interested in discovering 

Christian meaning in suffering. His priorities are faith, 

family and sanctity of human life 
 

 

Architects of a new world order often speak of a 

Global Village. Hillary Clinton tells us that it 

takes village to raise a child. Are they speaking 

of the same village?  

 

If there is a benevolent Global Village then 

where is it and why is so much of humanity 

exiled from it? If the world is so “connected” ― 

as we are continually being told by the high-tech 

gurus and new-age visionaries ― then why do so 

many people feel cut-off from meaningful 

relationships?  

 

In Africa we find countless orphans whose 

parents died from AIDS, other diseases or war. 

They wander the parched landscape yet never 

find this village that is apparently so global. If it 

takes a village to raise a child, where is it when 

the world’s unloved children so desperately need 

it? They cry out for love yet receive none. They 

cry out from hunger yet go to bed unfed, they 

shiver throughout the nights for want of a blanket 

but remain uncovered and in a huddle waiting for 

death from starvation and neglect resulting 

mostly from lack of love. They need the love of a 

real family not the empty promises of a mythical 

village.  

 

 

 

 

 

The cruel reality is that the secular vision of a 

Global Village does not exist ― except in the  

minds of comfortable, well-fed people ― when 

they happen to feel benevolent or sentimental. 

Yes, the Global Village is a myth. It is a myth 

because, as I have said before, the brotherhood of 

man is impossible without the Fatherhood of  

God. Human benevolence that depends on 

feelings is a cheap and unreliable benevolence.  

 

Feelings are unstable: They change based upon 

our mood or who we’ve been talking to, the 

amount of sleep we’ve had, or even something as 

minor as indigestion. People can become 

uncharitable (or vicious) over another driver who 

cuts them off on a road or is driving too slow.  

Our Lord told us that evil comes out of the 

human heart (Matthew 15.19 & Mark 7.21). The 

same mouth that is capable of blessing others is 

also capable of cursing them. Saint Paul said that 

“the sinful mind is hostile to God, It does not 

submit to God’s law, nor can it do it.” (Romans 

8.7.) In the previous Chapter of Romans, he said, 

“For I know that good does not dwell in me, that 

is, in my flesh. The willing is ready at hand, but 

doing the good is not. For I do not do the good I 

want, but I do the evil I do not want.” Even in a 

spiritual giant like Saint Paul, his carnal nature 

reigned without the presence of Christ to set him 

free from his sinful nature. It’s true for all 

humanity.  

 

I readily accept the small measure of goodness in 

my disposition but loath to admit my badness. If 

you say to me, “You are such a kind, gracious 

and loving man”, I will be inclined to feign 

humility and thank you in agreement.  
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If, however, you accuse me of being harsh, 

callous or peevish, I’m apt to respond by blaming 

my bad behaviour on my disability, pain, or a 

host of other excuses. I probably will not take 

responsibility by saying, “You’re right. I’m a 

nasty man. It’s my deplorable nature.” But if I 

were to be honest, that’s exactly what I should 

say! 

 

The Lord told Jeremiah that the human heart is 

desperately wicked. (I don’t know about your 

heart, but mine is.) Only through Christ am I 

capable of any lasting good.  

Everyone needs a touch of God’s love to cool 

and tame wicked thoughts of evil tendencies in 

their hearts ― and subsequent actions (or 

inactions). Only through God’s grace can human 

hearts change. Once this happens, and we begin 

to live for Christ rather than ourselves, great 

things can happen. 

 

As our love for Christ deepens and matures we 

will naturally begin to ache with compassion for 

other people, because Christ dwells in us and his 

heart aches with compassion for a lost and 

hurting world. This realization intensifies our 

desire to reflect Christ’s love to those around us. 

 

No longer must we rely on our own unstable and 

unreliable benevolences to serve other people, 

the Holy Spirit will convict us and keep a flame 

of compassion and commitment burning to 

continually serve our Lord and humanity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Global Village may not exist but I know the  

Human Family does and God is its Father. Let us 

go into the world to serve both.  
 

 
More of Mark Pickup's writings can be found at 

www.humanlifematters.org or at www.markpickup.org 

 

 

 

For additional commentary on life issues, check out 
“Life Lines” on the first Friday of each month in The 
Observer. 

 

 

Please consider donating to 

the Respect Life Office! 

Only with your generous support can the Respect 

Life Office continue to promote the Gospel of 

Life.  The Office needs your help through 

donations to continue our efforts. You can do this 

by donating to our office in addition to supporting 

us through the Annual Diocesan Stewardship. 

You may also want to consider making a lasting 

gift to the Respect Life Office by remembering us 

in your will. 

Checks can be made out to the Respect Life 

Office and mailed to P.O. Box 7044 Rockford, IL 

61125. 

If you are interested in more information, please 

contact us at 815-399-4300 x 435 or email 

mitchstriedl@rockforddiocese.org 
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