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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

“Bear Much Fruit”

“I am the vine, you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 
much fruit.” Throughout this disruptive global pandemic, Jesus has been with us. 
His Church in this diocese has persevered, striving to remain connected to its people, 
sometimes in new and unique ways. 

The Diocese of Rockford has provided programs and personnel to help you as 
parishioners of the diocese remain connected to Jesus through the sacraments as much 
as possible. We are proud of parish priests and their staff members who have been flexible and creative 
in their efforts to keep in touch with their parish community.

The diocese continues its efforts to support parishes and priests, students and parents, and the poor of 
our communities. For example, Catholic Charities supports our brothers and sisters in Christ through a 
multitude of programs to address their needs for food, clothing, counseling, and emergency assistance. 
Those who are helped include refugees, immigrants, young mothers, young children and teens, the 
elderly, and others who feel isolated and greatly challenged by the pandemic. 

Another example of connecting people to Christ is our Diocesan Education Office, which has  
provided valuable guidance and resources to our Catholic schools and religious education programs. 
Those efforts surely will bear fruit for the future of the Church.

Pandemic or not, in all years, we must remain connected to the vine, which is Jesus. This annual 
Diocesan Appeal helps make that possible. We appreciate your kind gift in this challenging year.

Be assured of my continued prayers for you that you will stay safe and healthy throughout the remainder 
of this pandemic, and bear good fruits of faith.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend David J. Malloy 
Bishop of Rockford
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ST. ELIZABETH CATHOLIC COMMUNITY CENTER
“We’ve learned how to adapt to non-traditional ways of serving people and 
provide emotional support for those who need that connection. I call them 
by name, they want to say hi. People are so grateful we are still open. We 
had to change from a grocery store set up to pre-packed boxes, but people 
still get to choose produce, bread, and some other items. We have to adapt 
to the number of volunteers who come to help that day. Sometimes we 
have a little, tiny band and other days the whole band is here to help.”
AKEMI TAYLOR, PROGRAM COORDINATOR, ADULT SERVICES 

BISHOP’S OFFICE
Bishop Malloy’s ministry continued and, in many ways, became even 
busier during the pandemic.  While a modified schedule of confirmations 
adapted and continued in-person, Bishop Malloy began new ways of being 
a teacher and witness to the Gospel by bringing the Word of God to our 
people, parishes, ministries and to the homebound and needy. He worked 
with network television to broadcast Easter and Christmas Masses.  He 
began celebrating a weekly online Mass from his chapel along with 
offering a midweek devotion on the Gospel every Wednesday.  He helped 
distribute food to the needy at St. Elizabeth Catholic Community Center 
and, following many health and safety precautions, was able to continue 
his tradition of saying Mass for inmates.  Even though many celebrations 
had to adapt to safety protocols, Bishop Malloy was present for couples 
celebrating 25, 50 and even more than 70 years of marriage during the 
online Silver and Gold Mass, and he delivered a video message to honor 
Scouts receiving religious awards.

OMBUDSMAN PROGRAM
Since the beginning of the pandemic, the Long Term Care Ombudsman 
Program has continued to stay connected with residents by advocating for 
compassionate care visitation, essential caregiver access, virtual visitation 
and window visits.  The Ombudsmen work to maintain a connection with 
residents despite the challenges of COVID-19. The program recently began 
providing activity bags to all residents, purchased through CARES Act 
funding. The pandemic may have changed many things, however advocacy 
for one of the most vulnerable populations carried on with renewed urgency 
thanks to the Long Term Care Ombudsman Program. 

DEPT OF EDUCATIONAL SERVICES
The Diocesan Catholic Education Office supports all of our 29 elementary schools and six high schools. 
Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, we were busy developing our Schools Reopening Plan and 
monitoring the changing protocols issued by the Centers for Disease Control and the Illinois Department 
of Public Health.  The COVID-19 pandemic has complicated many aspects of church ministry, but the 
Catholic Education Office supported the schools and staffs in adapting learning plans so every single 
Catholic school student continued to receive the quality education for which our schools are known. 

“I AM THE VINE; YOU ARE THE BRANCHES. IF YOU REMAIN  
IN ME AND I IN YOU, YOU WILL BEAR MUCH FRUIT.”

J O H N  1 5 : 5

AGENCIES OF CATHOLIC CHARITIES There are many programs within Catholic Charities 
throughout our diocese that adapted to the changing landscape due to COVID. St. Elizabeth 
Catholic Community Center and the Long Term Care Ombudsman Program are two of them.

BEARfruitMUCH
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LEADERSHIP GIVING SOCIETIES
The Leadership Gift Societies were created to both recognize and celebrate those 
individuals who sustain the ministries and programs of the Diocese of Rockford through 
significant gifts to the annual Diocesan Appeal. This support ensures the ministries 
and programs of the Diocese of Rockford continue to provide for the pastoral needs 
of families, children and countless others who seek our help and assistance. These 
gifts, received with deepest gratitude, make a profound difference, and are gratefully 
recognized by Bishop Malloy.

THE SOCIETY OF ST. TERESA OF CALCUTTA 
In the squalor of the gutters and back alleys of Calcutta, St. Teresa and her Missionaries of 
Charity worked unceasingly to alleviate the profound physical and emotional distress and 
suffering of those who lived at the margins of society. Joined in a profound union of love with 
our Blessed Lord, St. Teresa and the members of her Order were called to do everything they 
could to ease Christ’s suffering by tending to the physical and emotional thirst of the people 
in whom He abided. Understanding that our creation was an act of love by our heavenly Father, 
Mother Teresa knew that she was called to respond lovingly to it. As Mother Teresa lived a life of 
service to her brothers and sisters in Christ, your consistent support of the Diocesan Appeal ensures that 
those ministries and programs which rely on the Annual Appeal for support may continue to be of service to 
the more than 400,000 Catholics who reside within the 12 counties of the Diocese of Rockford. 
THE SOCIETY OF ST. TERESA OF CALCUTTA INCLUDES ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL GIFTS OF $500 - $999.

THE SOCIETY OF ST. JAMES 
A humble fisherman, caught unaware by our Blessed Lord while mending his nets, St. James 
was one of the first disciples called to share in the public ministry of Jesus Christ. Inseparable 
from Jesus, the Gospels make clear that James, along with Peter and John, was one of the 
most trusted of our Lord’s disciples and was present with him at the Transfiguration, during 
the Agony in the Garden and in the house of Jairus when Jesus raised Jairus’ daughter to 
life. Acknowledging the zeal of James, our Lord called him Boanerges or son of thunder. As 
the leader of the Church in Jerusalem following Christ’s return to His heavenly Father, James’ 
commitment to this young community of faith, one that would return him to Christ through martyrdom, 
ensured a Church that has healed, taught and redeemed for more than two millennia. Called a “pillar” of 
faith by St. Paul, you, like St. James, through your generous support of the Diocesan Appeal, are a pillar that 
ensures the success of this campaign to sustain the healing, teaching and redemptive presence of Christ for 
the more than 400,000 Catholics who reside within the 12 counties of the Diocese of Rockford.
THE SOCIETY OF ST. JAMES INCLUDES ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL GIFTS OF $1,000 - $1,499.

THE SOCIETY OF ST. STEPHEN
Called because of his holiness and commitment to the charitable legacy of Christ’s public 
ministry, Stephen was selected by the leadership of the early Church to provide for and 
preach the Gospel to those who were most in need. His service to that young community 
of faith would, over time, draw the attention and anger of the Sanhedrin. Called before 
this body to explain his actions, Stephen, showing heroic courage, gave witness to his faith 
and asked that all who could hear him join those who would continue the healing, teaching 
and redeeming ministry of Christ. Such fearless action would result in his death as Stephen is 
honored as the first martyr to the faith. Your continued and generous support of the Diocesan Appeal 
honors the ultimate sacrifice made by St. Stephen and, in a very real way, is a courageous act that 
reaffirms your commitment to the faith and the Church that sustains the more than 400,000 Catholics 
who reside within the 12 counties of the Diocese of Rockford.
THE SOCIETY OF ST. STEPHEN INCLUDES ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL GIFTS OF $1,500 - $2,499.

THE SOCIETY OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
The patron saint of all of the Americas, Our Lady of Guadalupe has served as a persistent 
light of faith, bringing countless individuals into a relationship with Christ and His Church. 
Often seen as a source of spiritual comfort, many recall our Blessed Mother’s ability to endure 
suffering, as exemplified by witnessing the death of her son, and her ability to act in the face of 
suffering, providing leadership to the early Church. As a model of purity of spirit and obedience 
of will, Our Lady serves as a model of faith, encouraging all to quietly discern and embrace God’s 
will in our lives. Your continued support of the Diocesan Appeal serves, much as does Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, as a light of faith inspiring others to support a campaign that promotes the healing, teaching and 
redemptive presence of Christ in the ministries that rely on this campaign for support.
THE SOCIETY OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE INCLUDES ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL GIFTS OF $2,500 - $4,999.

THE SOCIETY OF ST. MICHAEL
In the tradition of our faith, St. Michael serves as prince of the heavenly angels who are 
continually in the presence of God, standing before His throne. It was he who, at the 
first moment of his existence, turned to the Almighty and submitted to Him in perfect 
obedience, and now he serves as protector of the Church of Christ. As he did in the Old 
Testament, he is now watchful for the faithful of the New Testament and for the entire 
Church. He comes to help her, prays for her and protects her. Your continuous and generous 
support of the Diocesan Appeal recalls and celebrates Michael’s dedication to our Church. Your 
commitment to this campaign safeguards those ministries and programs that promote Christ’s healing, 
teaching and redemptive presence to the more than 400,000 Catholics who reside within the 12 counties 
of the Diocese of Rockford.
THE SOCIETY OF ST. MICHAEL INCLUDES ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL GIFTS OF $5,000 - $9,999.

THE SOCIETY OF ST. PETER
The first disciple to recognize Jesus as the Christ, Peter served as the “rock” upon which 
our Church has been built. A simple fisherman called into discipleship by our Blessed 
Lord, Peter walked with Christ throughout his public ministry and was present at the 
Transfiguration, the Agony in the Garden and was one of the first to visit the empty tomb on 
Easter Sunday. Asked to “feed His sheep” by Christ after his resurrection, Peter is regarded 
as the first pope and traveled extensively, bringing the light of Christ to those who would hear 
it. Meeting his end as a martyr for the faith at the hand of the Romans, his life as a model disciple 
is an example and model for all to follow. Your generous and unfailing support of the Diocesan Appeal 
provides, much as St. Peter did, an example of leadership for others to follow and emulate so that the 
more than 400,000 Catholics in the Diocese of Rockford may continue to experience the healing, teaching 
and redemptive presence of Christ in the ministries that rely on this campaign for support.
THE SOCIETY OF ST. PETER INCLUDES ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL GIFTS OF $10,000 +

2021 APPEAL PRAYER
Heavenly Father and Creator of all we enjoy, we, your children of the Diocese of Rockford give you thanks for 
your countless blessings upon us. You made us in your image and breathed in us a spirit of generosity that is 
both gift and response. You planted us in the soil of your grace. Nurture us with the strength of Christ, the vine 
of everlasting life. Enlighten us with the wisdom of your Spirit, which flows through us today and all days 
that we may abide in you and live in your love. Move us, we pray, to give as we have received abundantly, 
generously, and joyfully that our spirit of Christian stewardship may ever bear witness to your unfailing grace. 
We rejoice that by grace we have been grafted into him, to be branches on a vine which bears the loveliest of all 
the fruits of earth. May our faithful stewardship bear witness to the love of Christ in our lives. We ask all this 

through Jesus Christ, the True Vine, who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen 
BY REVEREND JESUS R. DOMINGUEZ, PASTOR, ST PATRICK CHURCH IN ROCHELLE
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